
ABOUT THE GALA

Bears Care, the charitable arm of the Chicago Bears Football Club, conducts the annual Gala, “Brian’s Song….So That 
Others May Live to Sing”, named in memory of legendary Chicago Bear Brian Piccolo, who battled but succumbed to 
cancer.  In his honor, the Galas have raised nearly $11 million which have been distributed to Chicago area hospitals for 
support of innovative breast and ovarian cancer research and treatment programs. Bears Care is proud to partner with 
NorthShore University HealthSystem, Northwestern Memorial Hospital, Rush University Medical Center, 
John H. Stroger, Jr. Hospital of Cook County and University of Chicago Medical Center. 

Funds raised at the 2013 Gala are currently at work, helping our partners in the medical community develop and expand 
programs in research, treatment and education, while bringing cutting edge technology to the patient’s bedside as together 
we fight against breast and ovarian cancer.   

We are most proud to support the following programs, studies and initiatives.

Developing an effective pharmacologic agent that targets and eliminates genetically damaged cells in the ovary, thereby 
removing potentially malignant ovarian cancer cells and lowering cancer risk

Studying the presence and role of the proton channel HV1 in breast cancer, utilizing it as a potential target for 
pharmacological treatment, thus reducing the need for surgical intervention  

Conducting clinical trials evaluating vitamin D as a chemo-preventive agent

Underwriting high-quality mammography services for low-income women in Chicago

Utilizing high-throughput screening on ovarian cancer cells cultured in a natural human (i.e. 3D) environment to develop 
new drugs for ovarian cancer treatment

Studying the process of utilizing immunotherapy techniques to develop a personalized treatment approach and stimulate a 
patient’s own immune system to fight off breast cancer 

Continuing research on disparity of mortality rates of African-American versus Caucasian breast cancer patients, studying 
the effects that delayed diagnosis and treatment has on survival rates of low-income breast cancer patients, and developing a 
timely standardized communication system for relaying outside screening mammogram results to medical providers for 
follow-up care

Managing specimen repository and database which collects, stores and provides key information for collaborative cancer 
research studies focused on prevention and early detection of breast and ovarian cancer 

Conducting a clinical trial utilizing uterine cavity lavage to determine if exfoliated cells from serous tubal intraepithileal 
carcinomas (STIC) are present in the uterine cavity which could facilitate early detection and reduce mortality rate in those 
diagnosed with pelvic cancers

Assisting in underwriting gynecologic oncology fellowships at partner institutions which provide for training of future 
leaders in the field and support research efforts of ovarian cancer initiatives funded by Bears Care 

Studying the impact of alterations of the protein Cyclin D1 expression in promotion of breast cancer initiation and progression 

Conducting pathological evaluations of fallopian tissues to identify new biomarkers for ovarian cancer 
 

Please join our team in 2014!!


